Sunday after Epiphany- Mathew 4:12-17

"The people that lived in darkness saw a great light; light dawned on the dwellers in the land of death's dark shadow" (Matthew 4:12-17).

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ
In our Orthodox Church calendar, today is the Sunday after Epiphany. The Gospel Lesson is taken from the fourth chapter of the Gospel of St. Matthew. With this chapter, St. Matthew begins his coverage of the public ministry of our Lord. The very first sermon preached by Jesus Christ was on the subject of repentance. From the very beginning He preached, "Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
Our text is actually a quote from the prophecy of Isaiah, Ch. 9, v. 2. Here Christ is presented as the Light of the world. Is Jesus Christ truly the Light of our world today?
Although the prophet Isaiah lived 800 years before Christ, the Holy Spirit granted him a vision of the Lord who was to come to enlighten man. This Light was indispensable for neither the prophets nor the secular philosophers could regenerate man with their teaching; man remained in the depths of spiritual darkness.
Many people today readily concede that the light of Christ was indispensable for the era in which He lived — but, in view of the tremendous advances of the past two thousand years, they question whether the light of Christ continues to be indispensable in our modern world. Present-day progress is phenomenal. Some time ago we witnessed a journey by Patriarch which began with a morning appearance at the United Nations, and ended that same day with his arrival at the Halki Island. Even more remarkable was the fact that, when he arrived back at his office, he found a book waiting for him on his desk, a complete pictorial coverage of his entire trip. Imagine! A book published in a few hours, and transported to the Halki faster than its subject could return! Every day we witness remarkable progress. Our libraries are filled to overflowing with all manner of books and other publications, both serious and trivial. Behold our vast museums, our huge scientific and art galleries, our radio and television (which have long ceased to be remarkable to us). And then there is man's conquest of outer space. Already man has walked upon the surface of the moon, and soon will be approaching the nearer planets, such as Mars and Venus! Every day something new is discovered. We are constantly advancing, constantly improving — ever producing new models of our automobiles and household appliances. With all of these advancements, do we still need Christ? Is He still the Light of the world?
Beloved, in spite of all our discoveries, despite all the technical advances of science, the soul of man is still enshrouded in darkness. Yes, a vast darkness encompasses the whole globe, a darkness of uncertainty, of apprehension. One slip by a man in a position of nuclear responsibility could trigger a holocaust that would atomically destroy life, turning our entire earth into a gigantic hospital of calamity and pain. The development of missiles and rockets, along with the electrical computers necessary to guide and dispatch them, may be characterized as "great scientific advancement," but these new inventions certainly bring anything but peace and happiness to man. Indeed, they have multiplied uncertainty, restlessness and nervous anxiety in modern man.
Good news today is to be found only in the message of Christ, who remains the Light of the world — the only hope for the salvation of man. Whenever a society has strayed from Christian principles and abandoned Him who is the Light of the world, the ruin and collapse of that society has quickly followed. Where the light of Christ still shines, however, there is always hope. And that light is still shinning, Christ is available to eac
h of us — no farther than a prayer away. Have you problems in your life, problems that you can no longer bear alone? When you become physically ill, and the doctor prescribes medicine which you do not take, is your continued illness the fault of the doctor, or of the medicine? Christ offers His love, His forgiveness, to all. If you will not accept Him, you cannot blame Christ for your problems. For all who will trust in Him, Jesus Christ remains the only hope of a world groping in the darkness of sin. He is the Light of the world.
Amen


